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Leyden in 1745, has little to say about the instruction there
except that the lectures were rather dull ; but another source
of exactly the same date declares that " the Professors' chairs
were filled with men who were an ornament to the Republic
of Letters, and greatly advanced its interests by their writings
and other labours." Carlyle associated almost entirely with
British students, of whom two became famous. One was John
Wilkes, then aged eighteen, who already had ambitions to
be " a fine gentleman," and showed something of his later
" daring profligacy." The other was Charles Townshend, who
later, as Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1768, imposed cer-
tain momentous customs duties on the American Colonies.
Townshend was a man of wit and humour, and of the most
charming conversation, " which not only took the ear, but
elevated the thoughts." The students lodged usually in parties
of four or five with Leyden citizens, and were well entertained.
Dinner cost sixteen stivers (one shilling and fourpence), break-
fast six, supper six. Every student could have sixty ' stoups *
of wine free of town duty, so that a good small claret cost one
shilling a bottle ; tobacco forty stivers a pound. Students met
a good deal together in one another's rooms and chatted about
politics, drank claret and coffee (which was particularly good),
and had supper of egg and salad and red herring (called buk-
kan). Occasionally they visited the neighbouring University
of Utrecht, where there were other British students, induding
young noblemen with their tutors. In general, students found
that Leyden and Utrecht lodgings were cheap and dean, and
the surroundings pleasant.1
Education at Dutch universities had a decidedly rationalizing
and liberalizing tendency. Their Calvinism was of a moderate
kind, and influenced the English Presbyterians who attended
Dutch universities, such as Lardner, Peirce, Tomkins, Samuel
Jones, in a liberal direction theologically. Samuel Jones, after
studying under Witsius at Leyden, established an academy, or
higher school, in the ancient Gloucestershire abbey-towa of
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